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transition from potence to act which takes place whenever we actually 
think " (p. lxiii). But on p. Ixviii, he appears to identify Creative Reason 
with the elevation of latent, subconscious thought into the focus of attention 
or awareness. The Creative Reason would then be merely the emergence 
of the subliminal forms, thoughts, or generalizations, into the field of active 
attention, and the Passive Reason would be resolved into their latent sub- 
consciousness. It is, then, difficult to see in what sense the Creative and 
Passive Reasons are related to each other as form and matter (cf. De Anima, 
430 aio). This essential aspect of the theory becomes intelligible, if one 
regards the body of stored images and particulars in the Sensus Communis 
as the matter or raw material in which the forms are immanent, and which 
the Creative Reason interprets, reconstructs, or abstracts in terms of con- 
cepts and generalizations. 

The notes contain a great deal of erudite matter, of interest mainly to 
the student of philological and antiquarian predilections, and the transla- 
tion is readable and, in general, skillful and accurate. 

Wm. A. Hammond. 
Cornell University. 

No Struggle for Existence, No Natural Selection : a Critical Examination 
of the Fundamental Principles of the Darwinian Theory. By George 
Paulin. Edinburgh, T. and T. Clark ; New York, Charles Scribner's 
Sons, 1908. — pp. xxi, 261. 

This book seems to be the work of a sturdy British amateur. Mr. Paulin 
is apparently not a biologist, nor is he much read in biological literature. 
The only authors he cites are Darwin, Romanes, Galton, and Haeckel ; 
and he states in his preface that "no one, so far as (he is) aware, has ever 
before inquired into and examined the fundamental principles of the Dar- 
winian theory ! ' ' Darwinism seems to him ' * immoral ' ' and a ' * theory of 
demonism." The arguments he brings against it — that it is a fictitious 
hypothesis, that no such struggle for existence as it assumes goes on in 
nature, and that small individual variations must inevitably be eliminated 
by cross-breeding — are indeed weighty, but by no means new. Mr. Paulin 
himself espouses Lamarckism in the body of his book, though without at 
any time considering, or even perceiving, the difficulties involved in it. 
In the preface he informs us that since the body of the book was printed 
he has been obliged to abandon his belief that there is a connection of 
descent between the great genera of living forms, since the fossil record 
yields no examples of transitional forms for some of the most important 
stages in such a descent. 

What is however new in Mr. Paulin' s discussion is the check on over- 
reproduction which he proposes as that really at work in the case of verte- 
brates. The carnivora serve, he remarks, as such a check on most of the 
herbivorous animals in a state of nature. As adults, the carnivora very 
rarely attack one another. But the male is found in all species to possess 
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the instinctive propensity to devour the young at birth, if not prevented by 
the success of the female in hiding herself at that time. Provided they 
escape, however, the male usually becomes the protector of the brood very 
shortly thereafter. This rule holds good of all carnivorous species save the 
bear, which is also the least fertile ; and it also holds good of all prolific 
herbivorous species. When the range of one or more pairs in a state of 
nature is for any reason extended, and the food supply thereby increased, 
the female for that very reason has a greater opportunity of concealment 
when about to bring forth, and the feral population increases until this is 
no longer true, when the majority of the young will again inevitably be de- 
voured at birth. Similar checks operate in the case of raptorial birds and 
of fish, and Mr. Paulin believes that on further investigation they might be 
discovered for all portions of animate nature. This may be described as a 
process of selection ; but it is one which operates without regard to indi- 
vidual differences, only on immature individuals, and which results in a 
survival of the average. — This conclusion is not new, but Mr. Paulin' s 
argument for it is. 

The second part of the book is devoted to a discussion of the so-called 
Malthusian law of population, which Mr. Paulin attacks as both false and 
immoral. In its stead he proposes the principle that ' ' the general move- 
ment of population is determined directly by the ability of the individuals 
of a community to marry ; and this ability again depends upon the state 
of the labor market. When the labor market is expanding from year to 
year, more people are enabled to marry," and the birthrate rises. This 
conclusion he supports by statistics of marriages, births, deaths, average 
life-terms, and immigration, compared by decades, for most of the coun- 
tries of Europe ; and altogether he seems more at home in this part of his 
subject than earlier. 

The book is suggestive, in spite of its great deficiencies, and the singular 
ignorance it shows of what has been done during the last fifty years in the 
subjects with which it deals. 

Edmund H. Hollands. 
Cornell University. 

The Grammar of Philosophy. A Study of Scientific Method. By David 
Graham. Edinburgh, T. and T. Clark, 1908. — pp. xi, 383. 
Not only is the title of this book misleading — for it gives no analysis of 
scientific method, and is merely a defense of the attitude of * common 
sense ' in philosophy — but there is so little argument in it, and so much 
abuse, that the philosophical student will hardly care to spend much time 
with it. We give a few quotations that seem to us typical : " not even 
Bishop Berkeley himself ever really believed that a thunderstorm, say, was 
a mere disturbance within the region of his own episcopal ego ! " (p. 26). Of 
Newman's mysticism we read, "Every man opposed to intelligence [!] 
belongs to the gibbering Brotherhood of Futilitarians " (p. 32). Hume's 



